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Correct: Jared likes exercising. Yesterday he went on a run in the park.
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Jared likes exercising, Yesterday he went on a run in the park.

Answer Explanation:

The sentence before and after the period should be complete with a subject and
action, It should also be logical.

This example contains two separate complete sentences. The period after

“exer ely breaks up the sentence into two separate, complete.
ideas.
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Section 2: Proper Punctuation

2 Periods are supposed to separate two ideas that are distinct from
each other.

2 Iftwo ideas are closely related, they can also be linked within one
sentence by semicolons or commes and transition words.

Q Iftwo ideas are complete but not completely separate, they can be
linked instead by semicolons or commas and transition words.
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Correct the punctuation in the sentence below.

Incorrect: It takes Hannah 30 minutes to do the chores herselfif Sam
helps, it only takes 20.
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Correct: It takes Hannah 30 minutes to do the chores herself. If Sam helps,

it only takes 20.
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Answer Explana

To properly punctuate this sentence, it is best to separate the ideas into two
complete sentences with a period to show a disconnect between the thoughts.
‘You can also combine the ideas with a comma and coordinating conjunction.
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Read the following passage:

When, some years ago, 1 delivered nine lectures upon the Condition of
Woman,I had no intention of printing them until time had matured my judgments
and justified my conclusions. Peculiar circumstances afterward induced me to
‘modify this decision. The first course of lectures, now printed as "The College.” had.
proved unexpectedly popular, and was many times repeated. Atits close, |
announced the second course upon Labor, involving the subject of Prostitution as
the result of Low Wages; and a very unexpected opposition ensued. My files can
still show the large number of letters I received, beseeching me not to touch 1) this
subject; and private intercession followed, on the part of those I hold wisest and
‘most dear, to the same effect, Why | did not yield to allthe clamor, | cannot tell —
except that | was not working for myself nor of myself.

2
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A NO CHANGE
B. this subject. Private intercession
C. this subject. And private intercession
D. this subject, private intercession
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Answer:

A NO CHANGE

B. this subject. Private 5

C. this subject. And private intercession
D. this subject, private intercession
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Answer Explanation:

Choice (B) is correct because the insertion of a period results in a more
concise sentence.

Choice (4) s incorrect because the sentence is a run-on sentence so a period
must be inserted to make the sentence more concise and coherent.

Choice (C) is incorrect because the next half of the sentence begins with an
and. A sentence should never begin with and.

Choice (D) is incorrect because itis a run-on sentence 0 placing a comma did
not shorten the sentence to make it more concise.
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Conventions of Standard English: Periods
By the end of this lesson, you will be able to:

 Recognize when a sentence is complete with a subject and a
predicate (Section 1)

 Properly punctuate sentences with periods (Section 2)
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‘Editor in Chief: As we read the following paragraph together, note
any errors with punctuation. How can we fix these errors?

After Iwent to the movies I decided to go to gym, even though |
was tired I knesw ] would be happy after I worked out; tomorrow [
plan to goto the grocery store and cook dinner for my family, they
like tacos so 1 will make tacos for dinner.
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Thoughts [:D

1.1: Period Usage on the ACT

2 Questions about fragments, run-ons, semicolons, colons, and commas
all also require an understanding of the correct usage of periods.

2 Understanding what sorts of sentences require each type of
punctuation is essential to acing this section.





image5.png
Section 1: Recognizing Complete
Thoughts [:D

1.2: Recognizing a Complete Thought

1 Periods punctuate complete sentences.

1 For a sentence to be complete, it needs to be a complete thought with
a subject, an action, and a complete idea.

2 Having the period in the appropriate location will result in two
complete and logical sentences.
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Correct the punctuation error in the sentences below.

Incorrect: Jared likes exercising yesterday he went on a run in the
park.

Incorrect: Jared likes exercising. Yesterday he went on a run. In the
park.




